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prosperity of the country for generations, which
may have imperilled the safety of the Empire, or
have gone far to endanger the social order of the
country.

If he personally comes to grief at the polls, it is
more likely to be on a question of policy than on
one of administration* The crushing defeat of Sir
William Harcourt, during the election of 1895, was
certainly not due to his Idches as Chancellor of the
Exchequer, nor to any want of capacity, zeal, and
devotion to the public service. He was perhaps the
ablest member of the defeated Cabinet, and his
financial reforms were approved by the entire
Liberal party. But he had identified himself
with the most unpopular project of the Bosebery
Government. The electors of Derby admired his
Budgets, but they disliked the Local Veto Bill;
and they punished the Chanceller of the Exchequer
for his injudicious advocacy of that measure by
depriving him of his seat.

The defeated leader, the " fallen minister," soon
had another constituency provided for him, and was
ready to take his place again at the head of the
Liberal ranks in the House of Commons, with every
prospect of resuming his seat in a Liberal Cabinet,
when the electoral fiat should restore his connection
to power* Even if he had failed to get back speedily
to Parliament, he would have been little the worse.
His friends, his followers, his sovereign, the general
public, thought no less highly of him* Bis exclusion
from office, the fact that he had helped to guide his
party to disaster, deprived him of some toilsome
duties; but it left him still a great gentleman, dis-
tinguished, prosperous, and respected.